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Biography

Francesco Grillo was born the 26th of July 1974 in Cerignola (Italy). After High school, he studied at the Art Accademy in Foggia (Italy) where, in 1999, he graduated with the highest  mark. Later on he was selected for a stage in frescoes technique organised by the M.A.C.A.M. and led by Silvano Gilardi (Torino).

While he was studying at the Accademy, he partecipated  to many exhibitions and competitions.  In 2000 he won the art competition at  “Limner Gallery” in New York City.

In 2003 Grillo was invited to hold a lecture about his work at “Northern Illinois University”( Dekalb, Chicago, USA). Later on he moved to Rome and London where many exhibitions have been held.  
Lives in Santarcangelo di Romagna( Rimini).

The human sense

Francesco Grillo might be placed into a figurative context where metaphysical and surrealistic places bring our minds to a mental image. Consequently, his paintings aim at reaching the centrality of the image as a mean of communication and measure of the interior world.

Grillo works on persistences of the memory by intensifying the research on faces and objects and estranging from the context in which they are located. In addition, they are surrounded by a silent aura which seems to create a status of suspension.

His works represent a new personal research that looks towards Metaphysics and Surrealism, on the other hand they differentiate themselves for a lyric interest in object s and in meditation upon the Italian painting in the fifteenth century ( a rare case amongst the new generations). This is the most attractive characteristics in Grillo’s production, an“iperealistic” vision which insists on the exasperated description of objects. In terms of figurative art, the new art, not only occidental, is very often rigidified by the degradation of everyday life in which it is imprisoned. 

Francesco Grillo’s characters, instead, put forward again a very deep message, a message about the humanity of art and beauty, which go over the daily of the “ugly” term, over the technology, over the digital icons of a cybernetic cold and anonymous space.
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