ZORICA PURLIJA BIO

Zorica Purlija migrated age 8 from Montenegro, to Australia: a country where she could not speak the language. As she learned to live in a different culture, she observed that the nuances of human interaction often were more revealing than the words.

After studying graphic design and photography at Nepean College, Zorica spent some years travelling through Europe, experiencing life and art. She returned to Australia, began a family and devoted herself to full time mothering. 

Since 1999, Zorica has been pursuing her artistic vision, through the medium of photography.

Initially pursuing themes of beauty, longing and the human experience through photographic portraiture, Zorica developed a unique ability to capture the essence of her subjects, beginning (and continuing) with a series of portraits of her muse, Yumi. 

Her ability to engage and put her subjects at ease has resulted in extraordinary images of some of our society’s most, and least, privileged members.

More recently in addition to her portrait work, Zorica has been pursuing less figurative subjects, incorporating ethereal elements of landscape, and everyday objects seen in new ways. 

She continues to exhibit widely, and her public profile continues to build: she has been a finalist in the National Photographic Portrait Prize, Canberra, three years consecutively.
2007 Represented by Sara Roney Gallery Sydney. www.sararoneygallery.com.au
2012 Began (part time) Postgraduate Masters of Art in Digital Media at COFA. Sydney

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2013   Jackson Hole.SARA  RONEY Gallery Sydney.
2012  Nebula.SARA RONEY Gallery Sydney.

2011 Transience. SARA RONEY Gallery Sydney.

2010  Awakenings. SARA RONEY Gallery Sydney. 
2008 Emergent. Sale/Lease 3 SPACES 3 PHOTOGRAPHERS Sydney. 
2000 Shedding Skin. Rex Centre Potts Point.PND Conference, Sydney.

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2014   October Unseen 10 X 8 Gallery, Redfern Sydney.Agent Fetish or the Seductive Spectator.
           William Bowness Photography Prize Finalist. Monash Gallery of Art. Melbourne. 

           Woman with green shirt in front of an Anish Kapoor work.
           See Me. Projection of Portraits Portfolio. Times Square New York.

           The Photo Review 2013 Faces Competition Finalists:Web Gallery .Langhorne,PA.United States.Tam.
           KL International Photoawards.Whitebox@Publika,Solaris Dutamas, Kuala Lumpur,Malasia.Going Home.
           Duo Magazine Percival Photographic Portrait Prize.Townsville QLD.Four Eyes.
           New York Centre for Photographic Art. Chelsea NY.Yumi Rainbow Yellow.
           X88 Gallery Head On Finalist Show 2013.Chippendale. Four Eyes.
           Black Eye Gallery Summer Group Show. Darlinghurst Sydney. Four Eyes.
2013  Juror selection Primary Colours.NewYork Center for Photographic Art. Yumi Rainbow Yellow
          Nominee  and Highly commended : 5th Julia Margaret Cameron Award.Montenegro.
          Sydney Life,  Art and About Exhibition Hyde Park.May the Force be with you.

          Headon Portrait Prize Finalist.The State Library Sydney. Four Eyes.
          See | Exhibition Space  26-19 Jackson Ave.  Long Island City, NY (Projection/slideshow)
          Virtual Exhibits-International Women’s Exhibition. Montenegro.
          Australian Identity and Beyond. MUSE Gallery Ultimo. In The Eyes Of Bacon. Spirited Away.
          Group Show. SARA RONEY  Annex Gallery Sydney. Nebula. 

          ARTSPACE Fishermen’s Wharf, Bermagui. Images of the Cross 2012.
2012  Blind Donkey Art Prize.The Thinker and the Muse.
          agIdeas 2012 International Design Week. Melbourne. Shortlisted YUMI RAINBOW book.
          Nudes on TAP.TAP Gallery Sydney.

          Emergence IDAHO 2012 . Parramatta.

          23rd Muswellbrook Regional Gallery Photography Award finalist. I Watched her swim Away.           

          Images of the Cross. Mercure Sydney. Stephanie’s School of Rock.

2011  Josephine Ulrick & Win Schubert Photography Award finalist. The Thinker and The Muse.
         Getty Images Grab –Captured Moments Exhibition.Sydney The Sleepover Party.
         Prospect Portrait Prize.Prospect Gallery.SA. In the Eye Of Bacon.

         Greenway Arts Prize. Greenway Festival :Art Est, Leichardt. Forever.
         Kings Cross Photography Prize: People and Places,Past and Present. When I was 12…….
         Waverley Art Prize. Waiting For Sunset.

         Photography on Oxford. Oxford Street Shop Windows Photography Exhibition, curated by Arthere.
         HeadOn Festival Forever.

         Open Semi Finalist, Doug Moran Photographic Portrait Prize. The Thinker and The Muse.
        Mosman Art Gallery: National Portrait Prize 2010 Travelling Exhibit. Lisa.

2010 National Photographic Portrait Prize National Portrait Gallery Canberra, finalist .Lisa.
         Getty Images: Grab- Australian Life Captured. Finalist Sydney. The Thinker and The Muse.
         Shortlisted for Shoot The Chef! Professional Photographic Competition,Sydney. Lilliputien.

         Iris Award 2010 Portrait Photography Exhibition.The Perth Centre for Photography.

         Finalist Ben Mellefont.

         Compassion Australia Blue Easel Exhibition.Sydney International Cultural Centre.

         Yumi with Fire Hair , Bound.

         Moriah College, Sydney.Artbeat’10 Art Competition.The Skater.
         Tap Gallery Nudes.Underwater Nude.

         Viscopy’s  Contemporary Art Space Chippendale. Double Exposure 10 Contemporary Photo artists.

         Fervor, Yumi Love Dark.

         Short listed for the Head On Portrait Prize. Slideshow ACP Sydney.The Thinker and The Muse.

         National Photographic Portrait Prize National Portrait Gallery Canberra, finalist .Lisa.
         QUT Art Museum. National Photograhic Portrait Prize 2009 finalist .Julian.
         Gladstone Regional Gallery.TNPPP 2009 finalist. Julian.
2009 National Photographic Portrait Prize.National Portrait Gallery, Canberra, Julian. 

         Wesley Mission Photography Competition- Our Community. Winner  Food for Thought.
         Mosman Festival Photography Competition and Exhibition. Finalist  Backyard Fight , and Touch.

         Perth Centre for Photography. Iris Award 2009. Lisa.
         Tweed River Art Gallery.Olive Cotton Photographic Prize. Sandy Edwards.
         Lake Macquarie City Art Gallery. TNPPP 2009 finalist. Julian.
         Redland Art Gallery.TNPPP 2009 finalist. Julian.
         Noosa Regional Gallery.TNPPP 2009 finalist. Julian.
         Photo Expo Sara Roney Gallery Sydney. The Skater, Angels and Fervour.

         Images of the Cross.Sydney. Sonia , and Loving Hands 1 &2.
         Short listed for the Head On Portrait Prize. Yumi Joyful. 

         KodakSalon .CCP Victoria. Spun.

         RedArt Exhibition And Sale. Woollahra. Abyss.Separate.Connect.Light. ,

        Yumi Love , Marionette’s Tune..

2008  National Photographic Portrait Prize. finalist.”Yumi with Hair on Fire”.

          Mosman Festival Photo.Comp.And Exhibition. “Dreamscapes”, 

         The Iris Award 2008 Perth.”Yumi With Hair On Fire”.

         The Gertrude Association Digital Media Street Festival. Projected Media.

        ”Stills and a Glimpse of Sydney.

         Newtown Community Annual Art Exhibition.”Freedom”.

         Head on Alternate Portrait Prize. Shortlisted”Yumi with Hair on Fire” .
         National Photographic Portrait Prize. finalist.”Yumi with Hair on Fire”.

2007  Olive Cotton Award. ‘Evida’.
          Group Show Tapestry Café. “Fidelity”-Part of’ ‘Shedding Skin’ Series.

         High tea  Fundraiser,Group Show. First Draft Gallery.Surry Hills.

         Head On Alternative Portrait Prize. ‘Theadora and Martha’ Shortlisted.

         Adultshop.com Erotic Art Prize. ‘Sexus’.

2006  Olive Cotton Award. ‘Jess with Twins’ .

         Head On Exhibition.Sydney. ‘Yumi and Baba’.
1989  Graduate Show.Nepean College of Advanced Education.NSW.

COLLECTIONS:

           Tweed River Art Gallery.

           Private Sales

           Sara Roney Gallery.

