Marjorie Beaucage 
FILM & VIDEO MAKER, CULTURAL WORKER, EDUCATOR 

PROFESSIONAL PROFILE 

My life work has been about creating social change, working to give people the tools for creating possibilities and right relations. Whether in the classroom, community organizations or the arts, my goal has been to pass on the stories, knowledge and skills that will make a difference for the future.  

EMPLOYMENT AND WORK HISTORY

2006 -2009 Me Mengwa Maa Sinatae:  An Aboriginal Art project for HIV AIDS

2006   Trance Formations…. In development: a multi-media installation of memorial altars to help people understand the multi-generational impacts of the residential school experience. 

2005   Created a Medicine Wheel for the Indian Act as a tool for de-colonisation and restoring relations between cultures.

2000-2005 Facilitator Bridging cultures with: Prairie Union Schools, PSAC “Unionism on Turtle Island”, WINTER Schools for Canadian Labour Congress: Media and Communications, Unionism on Turtle Island, Aboriginal & Workers of Colour Conference, Interspiritual Feminist Gathering, Development & Peace, Anglican Church of Canada.
2002 Developed Videos and facilitator guides: BREAKING DOWN THE BARRIERS for Industry, Government, Educators and Unions.  Women in Resource Development, Newfoundland

1999- 2000 Artistic Coordinator, Common Weal, Community Arts. Developed programs linking artists with youth at risk, unions, and sex trade workers in Regina, Saskatchewan. Artist in residence with Saskatoon Tribal Council, working in the schools with my camera.

1997 Producer/Mentor for Innu Nation Video Research Project ‘Ntapueu’. Mentor and trainer for socio-economic analysis of the impact of Voisey Bay Nickel mine on the Innu.

1995-1998. Aboriginal Images. Sessional Instructor, Native Studies 308.  U of Saskatchewan. Director- Editor Métis History Vignettes for University of Saskatchewan, distance education.

 1993 – 1995. « Runner » for Aboriginal Film & Video Art Alliance at Banff Centre for the Arts.  Negotiating Self Government in the Arts with Cultural Institutions and developing Aboriginal Arts Programming.

1990 – Present.  Independent freelance work in film & video production, writing, curating, teaching, mentoring.
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

National Screen Institute Producers’ Workshop

Aboriginal Women’s Voices Residency in Traditional Singing  

1988-1990
Ryerson Film and Photography Program

Writers’ Retreat, New Mexico

Philippines Educational Theatre Training in Philippines (PETA)

1972-1975
Social Action Training (C.U.T. Canadian Urban Training)

1970-1972
Bachelor of Teaching, Brandon University

PRODUCTIONS

Me Menga Maa Sinatae Butterfly Patterns of Light Producer/Director/Writer. 2008
COMING HOME TO WAASAGAMACH… A Community Assisted Hearing 

Video.  25 min.  A Parole Board Hearing takes place in a remote Northern Manitoba community.  Producer/Director/Writer.  April 2001.

PII-KI-WE… COME HOME

Video.  24 min.  Changing the process of Parole for Aboriginal inmates in federal institutions, through Elder Assisted Hearings.  Producer/Director/Writer.  January 2001.

OUR STORIES OUR LIVES

Video.  30 min.  Youth that have been labelled ‘at risk’ take the camera in hand and tell their own stories.  A community-based production sponsored by Common Weal.  Producer/Mentor.  March 2000.

A LEGEND FOR THE YEAR 2000

Video.  25 min.  Until the Frogs Sing Collective.  Stone Woman visits her People once per millenium.  This time… Mentor/Director/Editor.  March 2000.

…MORE THAN CAMPING AND COOKIES

Video.  24 min.  A look at the culture of Girl Guides, its impact on the lives of girls and women and changes for the future.  Co-Producer/Director/Writer.  July 2000.

PROZ ANTHOLOGY  

Video.  20 min.  A video journal by sex trade workers in Regina. A community-based production sponsored by Common Weal.Producer\Mentor.  September 2000.

WOMEN AT THE DOOR: 2000 

Video. 54 min.  Religious sisters facing aging and their community’s future.  Director/Producer.  July 1999. 

MISSION OF CHANGE

Video.  19 min.  Family gathering of Beauval Residential School Survivors.  Producer/Mentor. 1998.

TANAWASOON AMASOYA… WE HAVE A CHOICE… 

Video.  Métis Youth create a  PSA on drinking and driving with Ile La Crosse Friendship Centre.  Director.  1998.

NTAPUEU: I AM TELLING THE TRUTH

Video.  Innu documentary on Impact of Voisey’s Bay mining developments on the Land and People.  Producer/Mentor.  Dec. 1997.

MAKE HISTORY OR BE HISTORY… 

Video.  12 educational Metis history vignettes.  Director/Writer.  1997.

CHINA… THROUGH ONE WOMAN’S EYES

Video.  27:30 min.  A reconstruction of the NGO women’s forum in Beijing..  Producer/Director.  January 1996.

BATOCHE… ONE MORE TIME… 

Video.  Contemporary Metis culture and art in Saskatchewan.    Producer/Director.  1995.

STORYWEAVERS 

Video.  Six 1 hour shows.  Aboriginal Women’s Stories for women’s televison network, wtn.  Producer.  January 1995.

SELF-GOVERNMENT:Talk About It

PSA’s  With Aboriginal Film and Video Art Alliance in partnership with Banff Centre for the Arts.  Producer.  March 1994.

WINGS OF THE SAME BIRD/MAKING THE LINKS: ANTIRACISM AND FEMINISM

Video.  18:30 min.  Women reflecting on Race and Gender issues in Toronto.  Director/Writer/Producer.  1993.
OUR LIVING TREASURES  

Video. 55 min.  Documentary.  Elders’ Gathering.  Betacam.  Director.  1993.

LAND SOLIDARITY & HEALING  

Video.  27:47 min.  Youth and elders dialogue about the Land and our relationships.  Director/Writer.  1993.

GOOD GRIEF

Video.  15:31 min.  A family healing process. Director/Writer/Editor/Producer.  1993.

SPEAKING TO THEIR MOTHER

Video.  25 min.  Portrait of the artist Rebecca Belmore, at Protectors of Mother Earth Blockade in Northern Saskatchewan.  Producer/Director/Writer.  1992.

KIDEO WORX  

Video.  25 min.  Summer camp workshop for youth, created to expose young people to media process and production and allow them to create their own images.  1992.

BINGO

16 mm film.  18 min.  Independent documentation and exploration of the ‘victim mind’ and the culture of poverty.  Producer/Director/Writer/Editor.  1991.

NO DENYING

Video Documentary.  30 min.  Toronto Alternative School Project on peacemaking.  Director/Writer/Editor.  1991.

FACING TRAINING Video triggers.  10 min.  Communications Workers, labour education resource.  Director/Writer/Editor.  1991.
Recent Festivals and Screenings

 "BATOCHE ONE MORE TIME" at Maison des Artistes, St.Boniface, MB Creme    Moitié Moitié.2007

" ME MENGWA MAA SINATAE" at Reel Pride Winnipeg 2008, Fairy Tales Festival, Calgary, 2009, The Dreaming Festival, Australia, 2009.

OTHER CREDITS

Researcher, HANDS OF HISTORY (Loretta Todd)

Assistant Editor, A LONG TIME COMIN’ (Dionne Brand)

Script Consultant, IT STARTS WITH A WHISPER (Shelley Niro)

Script Consultant, Interviewer, CAN YOU SEE ME NOW? (Holly Nattall)

Scriptwriter, Canadian Labour Congress Literacy Video: EST

Sound Recordist, TORONTO ANISHNABE HEALTH SERIES

CURATION, RESIDENCIES, ARTISTS’ TALKS, SCREENINGS (Selected)

My work has been screened in bingo halls and at City Hall, from Northern Labrador to New York. Some videos are passed around the community; some are in public libraries and at University Film Schools and Art Departments. They have a life of their own.  Some work has been screened on specialty channels – wtn, aptn, Knowledge Network, pride vision and Global.  It has been programmed in Festivals and Gallery shows… from Berlin to Edmonton in a variety of contexts.  A small sampling of those venues :

- Screen Femmes.  First Women and Film Festival in Regina.  One of founding members and organizers.  September 2000.

- Dunlop Art Gallery.  Artist in residence.  VISION VOICE AND VIDEO.  November 1999.

- Voices and Visions of the North… guest presenter University of Nipissing.  May 1998.

- Community Video Production… Dean’s Lecture.  University of Saskatchewan.  Nov 1998.

- Tracks… panellist, McKenzie Art Gallery, Regina 1998.

- … ‘here are your instructions’, curator of an Aboriginal film and video series on Land, for Mendel Gallery – Post Colonial Landscape.  October 1994.

« Storytellers and Media » and « … drum beats to drum bytes », planner & facilitator for Aboriginal Film & Video Art Alliance Gatherings at Banff Centre for the Arts.  1993.

- Museum of Modern Art, N.Y.  ‘Self-Government Talk About It’.  1994.

- Re Viewing the Mosaic.  Canadian Video Artists speaking through RACE.  Mendel Art Gallery Touring Collection. Saskatoon. 1995.

- REEL ABORIGINAL.  Curator for first Aboriginal film and video festival in Toronto.  1992.

- TELLING STORIES.  Curator YYZ Gallery.  Toronto.  1992.

- ABOUT FACE/ABOUT FRAME.  Facilitator for film and video gathering IFVA.  Banff.  1992.

- RACE TO THE SCREEN.  Advisory Committee, &« Cowboys and Indians » Toronto.  1992.

- INTERNATIONAL IMAGES FILM FESTIVAL.  Peterborough«How We Got to be Us and Them».  Trent International Colloquium: « Making Your Own Medicine »1991.

- KINGSTON INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL.  «Media, Violence and Representation». 1991.

- SHOOTING THE SYSTEM.  Conference on race.  Planner/facilitator. Toronto 1991.

-

REVIEWS, CRITICISM

- «On crossing lines and going between», Lynne Bell and Janice Williamson.  Tessera. Vol.22.1997.

- When Women Call the Shots.  Linda Seger.  1996.  Henry Holt & Co. N.Y. “The Developing Power and Influence of Women in Film & Television”

PUBLISHED WORKS (Selected)

- Columnist & Arts & Entertainment critic.  EAGLE FEATHER NEWS.  1999-2000.

- Undermining the Innu at Voisey’s Bay… INDIGENOUS WOMAN.  Vol. 11.  Number V.  1998.

- «Aboriginal Voices: Entitlement Through Storytelling».  Chapter in MIRROR MACHINE : Video in the Age of Identity YYZ.  Toronto.  1995.

- Two poems.  NATIVE WOMEN IN THE ARTS in a vast dreaming Vol. I.  1995.

- TAKE ONE: Festivals magazine: Re-shaping the Imagination.  Sept. 1992.

- PARALLELOGRAMME.  «Self-Government in Art».  Spring 1993.

- TALKING STICK.  Guest Editor FILM AND VIDEO EDITION: «We Dream Who We Are».  Spring 1994.

Also served on the National Archives Committee for the preservation of Audio/visual Heritage, the Canada Council, Saskatchewan Arts Board, Gemini Awards, Ontario Arts Council, Multiculturalism juries and advisory boards.
PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT

ADULT AND CONTINUING EDUCATION

LITERACY 1987-1992 

 Ontario Federation of Labour, Designed French Literacy Training Manual and Facilitation. 

 English in the Workplace, ESL Teacher, Metro Labour Council, Toronto 

Literacy Program Development Manitoba Department of Education. 1987 –1988.

Developed community-based literacy programs for remote communities in Northern Manitoba: participated in tutor training: organized three annual Learners’ Conference; produced newsletters, photo stories and video documentation of literacy programs.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 1985 –1986

Worked with a variety of community groups in cultural work and organizing in Downtown Winnipeg.  Facilitated staff development workshops for community-based organizations and conducted employment training sessions and supervised apprenticeships with refugees, women and affirmative action training programs from a Union perspective.

Participated in the development of the Popular Educators Network and the Popular Theatre Alliance of Manitoba.

Designed and delivered French language programs for francophone women, Pluri-elles.
Organized facilitation for two provincial Métis Education Conferences.

NEW CAREERS 1981-1986
Training Coordinator, Province of Manitoba.  Designed and delivered training for Dakota Ojibwa Child and Family Services with focus on community based control.  Developed and implemented an 18-month apprenticeship program, Training Native Trainers.

Biographical note: Born in Vassar, Manitoba, Franco-Métis Ancestors. Bilingual.

References available upon request.

Marjorie Beaucage

2 Hampshire Bay Winnipeg MB    R2J  2L7     204 231-8001    marjo@mts.net
