Ben Rak

Born: 1978, California, USA

Migrated to Australia in 2001

Education

2011 - MFA, College of Fine Arts, UNSW Sydney

2008 — 2009 Printmaking Honours (1* class), College of Fine Arts, UNSW Sydney

2006 — 2008 BFA printmaking, College of Fine Arts, UNSW Sydney

Professional Experience

2012 Founder and co-director Throwdown Press

2010 — Present Lecturer printmaking dept. at UNSW COFA
Relief printing, screen printing, etching, dry-point,
monotype and collograph

2009 — Present Teaching printmaking at Art Est. Art School

2009 — Present Teaching printmaking at Waverley Woollahra. Art School
Aug 2008 - Nov 2008 Technical officer for printmaking dept at UNSW COFA
2006 — Present Editioning printmaker with Cicada Press

2006 — Present Editioning printmaker with Whaling Road Press

2005 — Present Freelance photographic documentation of artworks and
exhibitions

Solo Exhibitions
2011 Socially Structured Movement - lain Dawson Gallery, Sydney
2010 Consumed — Iain Dawson Gallery, Sydney

Selected Group Exhibitions

2012 Familiar/Unfamiliar — Tweed River Art Gallery, Murwillumbah

2012 (Un)Seen Sculptures - Sydney

2012 Mind & Reality — CofaSpace Gallery, Sydney (Curator)

2011 Familiar/Unfamiliar — S.P.A.C.E Gallery, Launceston

2011 Messages From The South - Art Museum of National Taiwan University
of Arts, Taiwan

2011 Mind & Reality — Roxaboxen Gallery, Chicago USA (Curator)

2011 Familiar/Unfamiliar — C3 contemporary art space, Melbourne (touring)

2011 PCA Print Commission - Megalo, ACT

2011 Pacific Rim Meets Istanbul - FASS Gallery, Istanbul Turkey. In
conjunction with the Istanbul Biennale

2011 International Art On Paper Exhibition — Chiang Mai University Art
Centre, Chiang Mai , Thailand

2010 Pac Rim Print Exhibition — SOFA gallery, Christchurch NZ

2010 Addiction — CofaSpace Gallery, Sydney (Curator)

2009 Hip Pop — United Galleries (@ Saatchi&Saatchi, Sydney

2009 30x40 — United Galleries, Sydney

2009 Addiction — Alfred School of Art, New York (Curator)

2009 Halfway House — COFAspace Sydney

2009 Footprints — Sydney MCA / Blank Space, Sydney

2008 Hip Pop - United Galleries, Sydney

2008 Itchy Feet - Kudos Gallery, Sydney



2008
2008
2008
2008
2008
2007
2007
2007

1200K Fowlers Gap- COFA space, Sydney
Dislocation — Kudos Gallery Sydney

Urban — Gallery Red, Sydney

Untitled — At The Vanishing Point Gallery, Sydney
Dirty Hands— Breathing Colours Gallery, Sydney
Artbeat — Melton

Dislocation - Kudos Gallery Sydney

Living Sydney - Crossbay Gallery, Sydney

Prizes and Awards

2010
2009
2008
2008
2007
2008

2010
2010
2009
2009
2009
2008
2008
2008
2008
2008
2008
2007
2007
2007
2007

Australian Postgraduate Award Scholarship

Winner National Tertiary Art Prize — people’s choice award
Winner Blacktown Art Prize — Works on Paper

Winner Cofa Annual 2008 - Art Scene award

Winner Newtown NCA art prize - Photography

Highly Commended Expose Your World

Fremantle Print Prize — Fremantle Art Centre, Perth
NSW Parliament Plein Aire Photographic Award
Fisher’s Ghost Art Prize

Blacktown Art Prize

Waverley Art Prize

Burnie Print Prize

Duke Gold Coast Art Prize

Fisher's Ghost Art Prize

MacarthurCook Art Award

'New Scientist' Scientific Photography Award
Waverley Art Prize

Waverley Art Prize

Willoughby Art Prize

Sydney Morning Herald 'Shoot the Chef'

Box Hill Biennial National Art Competition

Collaboration:
2007-2011 with Abdullah M.I. Syed
Commissions:
2012 Molle Street Billboard Project, Tasmania
2011 Print Council Of Australia Print Commission
2009 Arts Law Centre Of Australia, NSW
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