FRANCO  BASTIANELLI  DI  LAURANA

Custode appassionato dei segreti dello smalto a gran fuoco, eclettico interprete di molte stagioni creative, nasce a Pesaro dove si diploma all’Istituto d’arte e segue i corsi di Giuliano Vangi.

Giovannisimo, costruisce un piccolo forno per cuocere ad alte temperature pezzetti di vetro sbriciolato e mescolato con ossidi minerali: quelli che diverranno i famosi smalti Laurana.

E’ con questo nome, quello del laboratorio da lui fondato nel 1960, che saranno conosciuti i suoi lavori nel mondo, fra cui gli altorilievi smaltati a gran fuoco e i famosi gioielli, una celebrata parte delle sue espressione artistica.

Il suo percorso si snoda fra arte, ricerca e tecnica e passa attraverso un continuo rinnovamento nelle tecniche, nei materiali, nelle forme.

Tenace ricercatore, audace innovatore, sempre alla scoperta di materiali insoliti e tecniche sconosciute: l’originalità e la forza delle sue creazioni gli varranno l’appellativo di “artista degli smalti”

Nel 1982, riceve laurea Honoris Causa in Economia dalla Francesco Petrarca University di Los Angeles California per gli studi, la lunga ricerca sulla formulazione e sulle  tecniche degli smalti ad uso artistico e industriale.

Nel 2001 il progetto di una sua scultura intitolata “Maternità” diviene il marchio di una multinazionale americana, la Procter&Gamble, che lo utilizzerà per distribuire i prodotti della linea “Infasil”.

Nel 2006 approdato definitivamente alla scultura, porta con sé i metalli, i vetri e gli smalti  protagonisti e sodali della sua commedia.

BIOGRAFHIC  FLASH

An impassioned guardian of the secrets of high-fired enamel, eclectic protagonist of many artistic periods   his creative journey has wound its way through art, research and technique. He graduated from Art School in Pesaro where he lives and works.

He was an audacious innovator, forever searching for unusual materials and new techniques. From a very young age he built a muffle furnace where he could fire small pieces of crushed glass, mixed with various mineral oxides to obtain colour, at extremely high temperatures: he had created the famous enamels Laurana. His famous pieces of jewellery, vases, plates, pictures, high-reliefs, boxes, bottles, and sculptures, his distinctive creations, were purchased all over the world.

He was an audacious innovator, forever searching for unusual materials and new techniques. 

This has led to numerous experiments and the wonderful results obtained in embossed copper and chisel engravings and the formulation and diversified use of high-fired enamel, which has brilliantly succeeded in combining gold and silver with copper and other metals.

A pioneer of our time, he discovered this ancient art and has made it the medium “par excellence” of his artistic expression. Thanks to its originality and the power of his creations, his work has earned him the name of “the enamels artist”. 

In 1982 he received an honorary degree in Economics from Francesco Petrarca University in Los Angeles for his research and study on enamels for artistic and industrial use.

In 2001 his design for a sculpture called “Maternità” was sold to an American multi-national company, Procter&Gamble, that used it to distribute its Infasil product range.

In 2006 he definitively came to the sculpture and he began to create the works using the glass and  the enamel, his life’s passion.
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